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1958 BUDGET BEFOPE THE CABINET; EXPENDITURES 
CLOSE TO 40 BILLION SCHILLINGS. The budget estimate 
which the Finance Minister presented to the Cabinet fol- 
lowing consultations between the Coalition parties is geared 
to the recent satisfactory development of the Austrian 
The: level of expenditures in the 1958 budget is 
expected to be slightly over 38 billion schillings, as compared 
with 32 billion in 1957 (one dollar equals 26 schillings - 
Ed.). 

Once again, the principle of a balanced national budget 
based on a stable currency is being respected. The expansion 
of the ecoromy has made it possible to allow for additional 
Federal expenditures, investment requirements and additional 
outlay in connection with the Army. Amonp the social welfare 
measures provided for under the 1958 budget are assistance 
for victims of the war and of the Nazi regime and an increase 
in family supplemerts. 


economy. 


(Continued on page 2) 


FOR 1958: TAX REDUCTION, INCREASED SOCIAL SE- 
CURITY. ChRancellor Julius Raab has announced that, 
hesides dealing with the budget, Parliament would take up 
two other important matters before the end of the year, i.e. 
the tax reduction and old-age insurance for the self-employed. 
As to the question of old-age benefits, two draft laws have 
already been prepared and are now to be discussed on cabi- 
net level. 
FURTHER GROWTH OF THE NATIONAL PRODUCT. 
According to the findings of the Austrian National Bank, the 
expansion of the Austrian economy continued through the 
third quarter of 1957, without any appearance of the price- 
wage tensions characteristic of the same period in 1956. The 
hich level of employment had a positive effect on production, 
with the result that a further increase in the national product 
may be expected. An important asset in the country’s balance 
of payments is the favorable trend in the tourist trade, which 
has made a substantial contribution to the foreign exchange 
reserves of the Central Bank. Thanks to the favorable foreign- 
exchange situation, it was possible to extend the program of 
dollar liberalization as applied to ‘‘invisible’’ transactions. 
Sound Economy Unimpaired 

The continuing favorable economic situation was also 
apparent in the upward trend of Federal Government receipts, 
permitting the release of 226 million schillings from the 
contingency budget. Continuation of investment projects is 


(Continued on page 3) 


1.A.E.A. BOARD OF GOVERNORS TO RECONVENE IN 
DECEMBER. The Board of Governors of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), whose membership is made 
up of the representatives of 23 states, ended the first phase 
of its meeting on Nov. 1. With reference to the initial program 
of the Agency, it was decided to give the earliest possible 
consideration to the steps that have to be taken on offers of 
fissionable and starting materials, isotopes, scholarships and 
other types of assistance. 

As a result of its discussions on the administrative 
structure of the Agency, the Roard of Governors agreed on 
the establishment of four deputy-general positions and a 
variety of other positions. A number of decisions were 
reached with a view to ensuring that administrative work 
in the Agency would get under way. 

The Board of Governors will reconvene in Vienna on 
December 16, 1957 


WORLD ATOM AGENCY ADOPTED BY GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLY. On Nov. 14, the U.S. General Assembly unanimously 
approved an eighteen-nation resolution on the relationship 
hetween the U.N. and the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
whose headquarters are in Vienna. 

The relationship places the atomic agency under the 
eeneral auspices of the U.N. and requires it to report annually 
to the General Assembly. 


PRESIDENT SCKAERF’S APPEAL RECALLED. State 
Secretary Kreisky declared in a New York interview that the 
unanimous adoption of a compromise resolution on the effects 
of radioactivity was of particular significance for Austria 
because Austrian President Schaerf had proposed, both in 
his inaugural address to Parliament and at the opening of the 
International Atomic Energy Conference in Vienna, that the 
dangers from radiation should be the subject of international 
scientific consultations. Dr. Kreisky pointed out that a 
unanimous decision had now heen reached in this matter. 

In the debate in the Political Committee of the United 
Nations, Mr. Kreisky pointed out, the Austrian delegation had 
taken the view that the idea of an international convention 
on the dangers of radiation was a good idea but that it would 
be desirable to await the outcome of scientific investigations 
now under way and of next year’s conference at Geneva on 
the peaceful uses of atomic energy. The fact that these ideas 
were accepted in all quarters is in large measure an acknow- 
ledgement of the Austrian President’s initiative. 
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KREISKY CALLS AUSTRIAN NEUTRALITY “A NEW 
FORM.’ At a luncheon to which he invited a group of United 
Nations correspondents «in New York, Austrian State Secre- 
tary Bruno Kreisky discussed a number of problems of world 
politics. On the nature of Austrian neutrality, the Secretary 
said that as early as the Moscow negotiations of 1955, 
Austria had declared that it would endeavor to adopt the 
Swiss system of neutrality. In that connection, Austrian 
representatives had asked at that time whether the Scviet 
Union would respect the preamble to the existing draft of the 
Austrian State Treaty, according to which the Four Great 
Powers would support Austria’s admission to the United 
Nations. The Soviet Union had indicated its willingness to 
adhere to the preamble, so that even at the stage of the 
Moscow talks, the type of neutrality planned for Austria was 
different from that of Switzerland; in some aspects, it was 
closer to the Swedish model. Thus, among the various forms of 
European neutrality a new type had made its appearance. 


In reply to questions concerning the effects of Austrian 
neutrality, Dr. Kreisky voiced the personal opinion that 
there were two lines of conduct for Austria. Where a reso- 
lution was offered in the United Nations for purely propaganda 
purposes, but where an objective 
policy question was involved, the Austrian delegation would 
have to ask itself the question: how, in Austria’s opinion, 
should other States react if the same situation concerned us 


Austria would ahstain; 


Austrians? Austria’s stand on any issue would depend on 
the answer to that question. 


Secretary Kreisky, who had also addressed the Council 
on Foreign Relations on November 12, proceeded to Europe 
by air on November 13. On the day of his departure, he had a 
brief conference with U.N. Secretary General Hammarskjold. 


FIGL LODGES PROTEST WITH PRAGUE. Minister of F oreign 
Affairs Fig] recently summpned the Czechoslovak Ambassador 
to present him with a note protesting against the kidnapping 
of the refugees Josef Vicen and Emmerich Sucky. 

Among other things, the note says that ‘‘the Austrian 
authorities have sufficient evidence that Sucky and Vicen 
were enticed into a trap, on Austrian territory, by Czecho- 
slovak agents and then forcibly carried off to Czechoslovakia 
via one of that country’s Danube steamers. 

‘‘For purposes of carrying out this sinister plot, the 
vessel, in violation of Austrian and international river navi- 
gation rules and in abuse of Austrian hospitality, was not 
anchored at the prescribed landing place. Seen in this light, 
the Czechoslovak assertions that Vicen was arrested while 
trying to cross the Czechoslovak horder into Hungary must 
be considered pure fabrications. 

‘The abduction of the two ahove-mentioned persons 
fror Austria, which has given clear evidence of the activity 
of Czechoslovak agents in Austria, constitutes a serious 
violation of international law, against which the Austrian 
Government lodges the most vigorous protest.’’ 


—— 


ELECTIONS TO TYROL LEGISLATURE. The Land Legis. 
lature elections held in Tryol on October 27 took place 
quietly and without incident. Of the 269,453 votes cast. 
244,782 were valid and 6,882 invalid. Of the valid votes, 
145,026 went to the People’s party (OeVP) (compared with 
134,146 in the 1953 elections to the legislature), 75,811 to 
the Socialist party (SPOe) (63,558 in 1953), 20.740 to the 
Freedom party (FPOe) (23,098 in 1953), 1,296 to the ‘‘Freje 
Tiroler Heimatliste’’ (Free Tyrol Ticket) (2,165 in 1953) and 
1,909 to the Communists (3,712 in 1953). The final distri- 
bution of seats was as follows: People’s party 23 (hitherto 
23), Socialist party 11 (hitherto 9) and Freedom party 2 
(hitherto 4). 

The two major parties received a total of 23,703 new 
votes, 11,480 going to the OeVP and 12,223 to the SPOe. 
Compared with 1953 the Socialists won two additional seats. 

The election results will also have an effect on the 
structure of the Land government. Since the Freedom party is 
no longer entitled to a seat, its former seat will pass to the 
People’s party, with the result that the government will now 
be made up of six People’s party and two Socialist party 
representatives. 


MARKED INCREASE IN REAL WAGES. According to the 
Bulletin of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (ECE), Austria registered the third highest increase 
in real wages for the first six months of 1957. The average 
increase in earnings per hour was 25 per cent, whereas that 
of living costs was only 8 per cent. Thus, wages were ahead 
by 17 points. The only country showing a comparable margin 
was the Netherlands (earnings per hour up 31 per cent, living 
costs up 14 per cent). However, since the increase in prices 
was greater in the Netherlands, the drop in value of savings 
deposits was more pronounced. The highest increase in real 
wages was in France, where the margin was 27 points. 


1958 BUDGET (Continued from page 1) 


The total 1958 budget comprises the following elements: 
(1) the unabridged figures of the 1957 budget; (2) the first 
category of the 1957 contingency budeet, the figure for which 
has now heen made an integral part of the budget; (3) addi- 
tional expenditures provided by law, amounting to over two 
billion schillings; (4) additional expenditures in connection 
with additional income, for previously determined purposes 
(such income consisting mainly of additional revenue from 
the petroleum tax, the proceeds of which are by law allocated 
for specific purposes); (5) increased costs arising out of 
increased production of Government enterprises; (6) increased 
expenditures for the Federal Army (Army expenditures for 
1957 were estimated at about 1.5 billion schillings; in 1958, 
they will be over two billion). 

The foregoing components represent a total outlay of 
hetween 38 and 39 million schillings. 

The salient feature.of the new budget, as pointed out by 
Finance Minister Kamitz, is that the cuts which were made 
in 1957 have been restored and that additional funds have 
been made available for investment and development purposes. 
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SCHILLING ALMOST FULLY BACKED. According to a report 
of the Austrian National Bank, Austria’s total banknote cir 
culation in the amount of 13,522.6 million schillings was 
nearly 98 per cent covered by foreign currencies and gold. 
Foreign exchange reserves reached the unprecedented level 
of 11,124 million schillings. Reserves in minted and ingot 
gold amounted to 2,129.3 million schillings, which represented 
a slight drop and was due to a payment in gold to the Furo- 
pean Payments Union. 


16 BILLION SCHILLINGS IN SAVINGS DEPOSITS. Ac- 
cording to the prominent Austrian banker Dr. Joham, the 
Brussels Agreement on the European Economic Committee, 
which is to come into force on January 1, 1958, and the 
related project of a free trade area, will not only provide a 
new basis for the economic cooperation of European coun- 
tries but will take asits guiding principles the exchange of 
goods, services, payments and capital. This will be the 
case particularly in view of the fact that the expanded FEuro- 
pean economic area will represent a competitive market in 
which qualitatively improved output and realistic price-wage 
relationships will play an important part. 

In recent years, Austria has been working with deter- 
mination to modernize and rationalize its industrial plant, 
Dr. Joham continued. At the present time, over 16 billion 
schillings are on deposit in Austrian financial institutions. 
At the end of last year, the figure was still under 13 billion 
and the year before that, it was harely 10 billion. The banter 
said that this trend could he interpreted as evidence of the 
public confidence in the currency and economic policies of 
the Government, the Bank of Issue and other authorities re- 
sponsible for the stability of the currency. 

Savings activity is the only true source of capital 


formation in the national economy; if the Austrian economy 
is to continue its favorable development. Formation of capital 
should keep abreast of progressive modernization and expan- 
sion. 

In conclusion, Dr. Joham said that the Austrian people 
were also showing a welcome interest in direct investmert, 
in the form of securities. 


SUPPLUS WITH EPU. The final report of the European Pay- 
ments Union (FEPU) for October showed a surplus of 
$11,058,000 for Austria. The surplus is explained by the 
transfer of the 55 million Swiss-franc loan for the expansion 
of the Arlberg line. Without this foreign-exchange payment, 
Austria would have had a deficit of about 1.5 million dollars. 


TRIBUNAL FOR AUSTRIAN DOLLAR BONDS. As a result of 
the U.S.-Austrian agreement referred to in our issue of July 
27 (Austrian Information, Vol. 2., No. 13), a Tribunal for 
Austrian Dollar Bonds is now functioning in New York with 
offices at 165 West 46th Street, Suite 1109 (Telephone PLaza 
7-0117). The Chairmanship has been assumed by Mr. David 
A. Stretch, Executive Vice President of the Atlas Cor., 
New York, the U.S. member is Mr. Edward Johnson, Attorney 
at Law, New York, the Austrian Member Dr. Ludwig Klein- 
waechter, former Ambassador to the U.S. 





OVER 312 MILLION SCHILLINGS CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
“REFUGEE AID" ACCOUNT. Up to November 5, 1957, a 
total of 312,138,100.80 schillings had been paid into the 
Austrian Government’s ‘‘Refugee Aid’’ fund (one dollar equals 
26 schillings - Ed.). These contributions are from Federal 
Government, Land and Municipal bodies. 


VIENNA ISSUES INVITATION TO EUROPEAN ORGANI- 
ZATIONS. In a recent radio address, Mayor Jonas of Vienna 
issued an invitation to Furopean organizations to set up their 
headquarters in Vienna. He explained that he was referring 
in particular to organs of the Common Market and the Econo- 
mic Council for Furope. In making the invitation, he referred 
to the proposals submitted at the consultative meeting of the 
Council of Europe that Strasbourg, Paris or Vienna should 
be selected as the headquarters for the different Furopean 
agencies. 

AUSTRIA’S POSITION IN THE ADVERTISING FIELD. In 
connection with the Fourth Meeting on Advertising held at 
Vienna from November 7-9, a number of interesting facts 
were made known concerning the expenditure on advertising 
in a number of countries. The data showed that, in interna- 
tional terms, Austria holds a relatively favorable position. 
In 1956, approximately $53.9 per person were expended on 
advertising in the United States, in Switzerland $28.9, in 
Germany $11.5 and in Austria $6.2. Even in highly indus- 
trialized countries like France and Italy, the figures were 
only $5.5 and $1.5 respectively. 


NATIONAL PRODUCT (Continued from page 1) 


guaranteed by the existence of several issues on the capital 

market and by the release of over one billion schillings in 
counterpart funds. Moreover, it is evidert from the hudget 

consultations that increased Federal funds are to he made 

available for investment purposes. These extensive provi- 

sions in behalf of a continuous development of the national 

economy are of particular importance in the light of Austria’s 
plans to participate in the free trade area. 

Bigger Credit Volume 

The volume of commercial credit rose during September 
by 252 million schillings, to reach a total of 27.89 billion 
schillings. During the third quarter of 1957, this volume 
increased hy 901 million schillings, as compared with 579 
million in the second quarter. In the quarter covered by the 
the report, reconstruction credits rose by 39 million to a total 
of 7.12 billion schillings, with the result that the total vol- 
ume of credits at the end of the third quarter amounted to 
35.01 billion schillings. 

Bank deposits at the end of September amounted to 
32.32 billion schillings. Compared with August, they had 
risen by 462 million. Savings deposits rose by 208 million to 
a total of 15,731 million and checking deposits by 254 million 
to a total of 16,585 million. 

HOUSEHOLD ELECTRIFICATION PROCEEDING IN AUS- 
TRIA. At the end of last year, 246.977 electrical ranges were 
in use in Austrian kitchens, bringing electrification for do- 
mestic use up to 12 per cent at that time. 


‘ 
’ 





November 23, 1957 


Aystrian Information 


en 


Page 4 





DEFICIT IN FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE. The Austrian 
halance of trade for the first nine months of the present year 
showed a deficit of 2,804 million schillings, or 497 million 
(21.8 per cent) more than that of the same period last year. 
On the other hand, it was 582 million schillings, or 17.2 
per cent, less than that of the first three quarters of 1955. 
(One dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). Austrian imports 
during the same period represented a value of approximately 
21,642 million schillings and were 17.7 per cent higher than 
those for the same period last year. The comparable export 
figures were 18,838 million schillings and 17.1 per cent. By 
far the leading foreign trade partner of Austria was the Ger- 
man Federal Republic, which accounted for approximately 30 
per cent of her total foreign trade (import and export) volume. 
Next in line were Italy (about 12 per cent), the United States 
(nearly 9 per cent) and Switzerland (over 5 per cent). (If this 
trend continues through the fourth quarter, Austrian exports 
should for the first time exceed the 25 billion schilling mark 
and imports should be close to 29 billion schillings.) 


POWER CONSUMPTION UP 7.7 PER CENT. According to an 
announcement by the Federal Power Distribution Office, the 
production of electric power (not including the power pro- 
duced by or for the Austrian Federal Railroads, and power 
originating with generators privately owned by Austrian 
industry, except where fed into the public grid), amounted to 
approximately 7,605 million KWH during the first nine months 
of 1957, or 7.7 per cent more than in the same period last 
year. In the period covered by the report, 6,412 million KWH 
(an increase of 12.3 per cent) were produced by hydroelectric 
plants and 1,193 million KWH (a decrease of 11.7 per cent) 
were produced by thermal power plants. Imports of electric 
energy, in the amount of 377 million KWH, were 39.1 per cent 
higher than in the previous year. Exports amounted to 1,572 
million KWH, an increase of 11.8 per cent. The energy sup- 
plied to the Austrian Federal Railroads by public electricity 
supply sources rose from 58 million KWH in the first three 
quarters of 1956 to 92 million KWH in the same period this 
year, On the basis of these figures, total power consumption, 
inclusive of all losses, was 6,318 million KWH during the 
first three quarters of 1957, or 7.7 per cent more than in the 
same period of 1956. 


WATCH PRODUCTION SOARS. Despite the strong pressure 
exerted by importation of foreign-made watches, the Austrian 
watch industry has increased its output hy about 48 per cent 
over the past two years. Average monthly production has 
risen from 23,000 units in 1955 to 29,000 in 1956 and a pre 
sent high of 34,000. These figures represent respective 
increases of 26 and 17 per cent. The 1956 surplus production 
was almost entirely allotted to export, in which area the 
demand is chiefly for pocket and wrist watches. Currently, 
the export quota is 60 per cent of total output with exports 
destined for the United States, Iran, India, British West 
Africa and Great pritain. 


LINZ STEEL WORKS PRODUCES US-~TYPE OIL TANks 
Through a contract recently concluded with the Generg) 
American Transportation Corporation, Chicago, the Unite, 
Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEST) of Linz has heer 
granted a license for the manufacture of float-dome oil tanks 
The production of this American-type oil tank will meet hot) 
domestic and export demands. Deliveries to the Penelyy 
countries will he effected according to a separate agreement 
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VOeEST DEVELOPS METHOD FOR PROCESSING PIG IRON 
WITK HIGH PHOSPHORUS CONTENT. At the recent German 
Iron Works Congress, Dr. Trenker, foundry director at the 
United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEST), reported on 
new methods developed in connection with the Austrian 
oxygen blast steel process. The statements of the Austrian 
representative were viewed as highly significant by the 
assembled specialists. 

Dr. Trenker pointed out that, especially during recent 
weeks, outstanding new successes had been achieved with 
the process, a fact which was perhaps most clearly reflected 
in the erection of four large plants in Japan, Rrazil, the 
United States and Germany to produce steel by the Austrian 
method. The steel foundries already in operation use pig iron 
with a low phosphorus content. Thus far, approximately ten 
million tons of steel have been produced from such iron. This 
output has fulfilled the most exacting demands in point of 
quality. 

However, there are large amounts of pig iron with a high 
phosphorus content. Grades containing 1.5 per cent or over of 
phosphorus can be turned into steel by the Thomas process. 
However, this steel isnot of such high quality as that de 
scribed above. As for the greatest proportion of pig iron with 
its phosphorus content of 0.5 to 1.5 per cent, the only avail- 
able processing method has been treatment in an open-hearth 
furnace. VOeEST set itself the task of making the oxygen 
process applicable in this direction, thereby closing a gap in 
the field of steel production. After two years of continuous 
research and experiment, the problem has been solved. 

The process of producing steel from pig iron with a high 
phosphorus content takes place in two phases, work being 
carried on with two different types of slag. 

In the first phase, the final slag from the second phase 
of the preceding melt is used, with addition of further lime 
and certain other substances, for the purpose of keeping the 
phosphorus content below .5 per cent, the carbon content of 
the melt heing kept above 1.5 per cent. In the second phase 
of the process, the fused mass is blown to completion, as in 
the case of shortened osygen-steel meltings of the normal 
type. Ir this way it is possible to impart to the steel so 
produced the good qualities which are characteristic of 
normal oxygen steel. 
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VORARLBERG TEXTILE EXPORTS RISE. Between January 
and August 1957, the Vorarlberg embroidery industry ex- 
ported cotton lace worth a total of 169 million schillings. 
This figure does not cover printed embroidery materials. It 
represents an increase of 32 million schillings over the 
sare period of last year. Experts have therefore concluded 
that once again there is a favorable export market for cotton 
lace. (Cne dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). 

In recent years, chemical-fiber products had made a good 

showing but they are now losing some ground to cotton. 
During the above-mentioned period, 117 million schillings’ 
worth of embroidered nylon were exported, whereas in the 
sare period last year this item amounted to 123 million 
schillings. In terms of value, therefore, there was a six 
million schilling drop in embroidered nylon exports. Total 
embroidery exports during the eight months under considera- 
tion represented a value of 360 million schillings, as com- 
pared with 325 million last year. 
WOOLENS INDUSTRY EXPORTS UP. The Austrian woolens 
industry has devoted much attention to plant modernization 
and rationalization. Ry and large, its mechanical equipment 
has heen adapted to modern technical requirements. At 
present, 111,285 woolen-yarn mules and ring spindles, 
72,772 worsted-yarn spindles, 3,108 mechanical looms and 
240 automatic looms are in service in the Austrian woolens 
industry. Above all, it is the equipment for the final treat- 
ment of unbleached fahrics which has been brought to the 
most technological levels. 

This modernization of machinery was a prereauisite for 
successful participation hy Austria in competition on the 
orld market. In 1954, 251.5 tons, or about 550,000 yards, of 
voolen cloth worth 45.5 million schillings were exported; in 
1955, the figures were 405.6 tons (890,000 yards) worth 65.88 
illion schillings; and in 1956, 456.2 tons (980,000 yards), 
worth 75.6 million schillings (one dollar equals 26 schillings 
- Ed.). These exports went to all European countries. In- 
cluding the German Federal Republic, France, the Nether 


} 


lands and Sweden, and also to the United States. 


NEW STRUCTURAL GLASS PROCESS LICENSED. An Aus- 
trian company has recently been granted a license to produce 
plate glass by a new process for the building industry. The 
license covers exclusive rights for distribution in large Furo- 
pean and overseas markets, including protection under the 
relevant patent laws for any new improvement on the process 
developed in Austria. 

The plate-glass sections manufactured according to the 
process provide a suitable material for roofing as well as for 
walls. As a result of reduced purchase price and quick assem- 
bly at the site, costs will be cut by 10 to 60 per cent over 
conventional building practices. 

AUSTRIAN ENGINEERS AT YO?PK IN NEAR FAST. Austrian 
engineering know-how is gaining ground in the Near Fast. 
Afghanistan, for example, has enlisted the aid of Austrian 
technical experts, planners and builders for various govern- 
ment and industrial projects, the construction of a bridge and 
the erection of a power plant. In Kuweit, on the Persian Gulf, 
an Austrian company is working on oil installations. Austrian 


= 


| 





engineers are planning the layout of a power station on the 
Red Sea and Saudi Arabia has commissioned designs from an 
Austrian company for a storehouse in the Red Sea port of 
Jedda. Another Austrian construction company has heen 
asked to plan new sewers for Damascus. 


COMPENSATORY DELIVERIES TO USSR ON SCHEDULE. 
The compensatory deliveries to the USSR, constituting part 
of Austria’s obligations under the State Treaty, are pro- 
ceeding according to the agreed schedule. Shipments of 
goods up to October 26, 1957, amounted to a value of ap- 
proximately 1.4 billion schillings, or 55 million dollars. This 
total covers about one third of the total compensation of 150 
million dollars due within six years of 1955 for the transfer 
of the formerly Soviet-administered enterprises. 

Crude-oil deliveries to the Soviet Union now total 2.2 
million tons, or more than one fifth of the 10 million tons to 
be delivered within ten yearsas compensation for the transfer 
of the Lower Austrian oilfields and installations. 

The Austrian Commission on Compensatory Deliveries to 

the USSR has approved Soviet additional orders to a value of 
38.5 million schillings (nearly 1.5 million dollars), for the 
third annual term under the State Treaty provisions which 
started on July 27, 1957. These orders include sheet steel 
measuring instruments and footwear. The total value of 
orders approved for the third annual term is thus 675 million 
schillings, or about 26 million dollars. 
SOVIET OBELISK REPLACED BY COMMEMORATIVE 
PLAQUE. Demolition work was started recently on the monu- 
ment to the soldiers of the Red Army which had been erected 
by the Soviets in 1945 on the right bank of the Danube near 
the Reichs Bridge. (The monument, a 50-foot pillar topped by 
a Soviet star, was build of wood and covered with plaster. In 
recent years, it had fallen into disrepair and the red plaster 
had begun to peel off.) In agreement with the Soviet Embassy 
in Vienna, the Ministry of the Interior therefore decided to 
remove the monument and to replace it by a commemorative 
plaque which will he mounted on the first stanchion of the 
Reichs Bridge. 





FURTHER INFORMATION 
on the items printed in this issue 
May Be Obtained From 
THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 





VIENNA BOARD MEETING OF ‘‘AUSTRIANS ABROAD." 
Under the chairmanship of Professor Clemens Holzmeister, 
‘*Austrians Abroad’’ met on October 4 and unanimously ac- 
cepted a merger proposal with the ‘‘Austrian World Associa- 
tion.’’ The Headauarters and secretariat of the unified Associ- 
ation are at Vienna I, Augustinerstrasse 12. 

NEW “‘CHILDPEN’S VILLAGE" OPENETS:. The first houses 
of the ‘‘SOS Children’s Villace’’ at Hinterbruehl, south of 
Vienna, have now heen opened. Work was started on the 
project last sprine. The village, which will consist of 40-50 
units, will be the largest and rost rodern of its kind in 
Furope. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A REACTOR CENTER. According to 
an announcement by Minister of Finance Kamitz, the ‘‘Aus- 
trian Atomic Energy Study Society’’ has submitted a memoran- 
dum to the Government on the subject of the selection of 
types of reactors for an Austrian reactor center. The group is 
recommending the acquisition of a swimming pool reactor of 
the tank type and a small training reactor. It is intended that 
the smaller type should be made available to the teaching 
staff at a university institute. The Austrian Cabinet has 
decided to inform the Society that the erection of a reactor 
center will be approved and that it will be financed partly 
from counterpart funds, partly from F ederal budget allocations 
and partly from financial aid which is expected from the 
United States Atomic Energy Commission. It is estimated 
that construction of the reactor center will be completed 
by 1960. 

FORD FOUNDATION AIDS ‘‘AUSTRIAN COLLEGE." The 
Board of Directors of the Ford Foundation has decided to 
make a gift of $90,000 to the Austrian College of Vienna and 
Alpbach. The sum will be distributed over a three-year 
period. According to a statement by the College, the action 
of the Foundation constitutes recognition of the achievements 
of the Austrian institution and is a token of confidence in 
its future activity. 

The primary purpose of the donation is to enable the 
Austrian college to expand its highly successful series of 
lectures in Vienna and also to enable the ‘‘European Forum 
at Alphach’’ to broaden the scope of its activities. The 
expanded Vienna prorram will take effect next January with 
the introduction of a new series of lectures, discussions, and 





large-scale seminars. Questions of cultural and political 
interest will he discussed before the Vienna public by out- 
standing Austrian and foreign personalities. All the Vienna 
events of the Austrian College will form part of a prorram 
to be known as the ‘‘Vienna Furopean Forur.”’ 

THORNTON WILDER IN VIENNA INTERVIEW. Two days 
before the Austrian premiere of his latest drama, ‘‘Alcestis,’’ 
at the Akademie Theater early this month, Thornton Wilder 
met a group of young Viennese who were participating in the 
‘‘Ruretheater Forum.’’ The playwright broke the ice by 
defining the meeting as ‘‘a cross between a debate, a chat 
and an interview.’’ Asked during the meeting how he came to 
deal with Nestroy, Mr. Wilder, who has adapted some of 
Nestroy’s work, explained that he had read, with the aid of a 
special dictionary, all that the ‘‘Viennese classicist’’ had 
written and that he had decided to make what he called an 
‘‘adaptation,’’ since Nestroy simply defied translation. 

The Austrian Theater had impressed Mr. Wilder greatly. 
‘*The miraculous always recurs in Austrian drama,’’ he said 
as he likened himself to the Austrian School as exemplified 
in his most farous play, ‘‘The Skin of our Teeth,’’ in which 
the planets afe part of the plot. ‘‘This is not British or 
American Theater,’’ he said; ‘‘it is Nestroy or Raimund.’’ 


FISH TALK TO BE RECORDED. A group of scientists under 
the direction of Walter Tisch, an Austrian, will leave for the 
Red Sea area in Februayr 1958. They are planning to produce 
documentary films showing the manner in which fish communi- 
cate with each other. For the first time these films wil! re 
produce the acutal sound in which these communications are 
made. Hitherto, such recordings have not been successful. 
The expedition will take with it an ultrasonic device, devel- 
oped by Walter Gross, a Salzburg engineer, for under-water 
investigation. 

HARRY JAMES IN AUSTRIA. On their first tour outside the 
United States, the American trumpeter and his orchestra 
made appearances in the Austrian cities of Graz, Linz, 
Innsbruck and Vienna. A week hefore their Vienna concerts 
on October 20 and 21, local jazz fans were already lining up 
at specially constructed ticket booths in the Fair Palace. 
Since there was no sufficiently large auditorium in the city, 
the organizers of the event had to erect a large tent on the 
Prater fair grounds. Pere they were ahle to accomnodate 
8,000 persons. 


SALZBURG OPERA PLANS FOP 1958. The Board of Direc- 
tors for the Salzburg Festivals has announced the following 
plans for the 1958 season: The 1958 Festival will he opened 
at the Felsenreitschule with a performance of Verdi’s ‘‘Don 
Carlo’’ conducted by Herbert Karajan and staged by Gustaf 
Gruendgens. The second opera production on July 29, will he 
Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Arabella’’ at the Festival Theater, with 
Joseph Keilberth conductine and Rudolf Hartmann as stage 
director. On August 4, Mozart’s ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro” 
will be given at the Festival Theater under the haton of Karl 
Boehm and the direction of Guenther Rennert. The fourth 
opera scheduled is Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio,’’ which will he 
presented at the Felsenreitschule on August 5 under the 
artistic direction of Herbert Karajan. Cn August 11, there 
will be a new production of Mozart’s ‘‘Cosi fan tutte’’ at the 
Residence. Karl Foehm will conduct and O.F. Schuh will be 
the stage director. The last in the opera series will he a 
contemporary work, Samuel Parber’s ‘‘Vanessa,’’ which will 
have its European premiere atthe Festival Theater. It will he 
conducted by Dimitri Mitropoulos and staged by GianCarlo 
Menotti. 


STRAUSS’ “ARABELLA"’ SCHEDULED FOR 1958 SALZ- 
BURG FESTIVAL. According to the directors of the Salzburg 
Festival, Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Arabella’’ has been scheduled 
for the 1958 program. The opera is to be presented under the 
musical direction of Josef Keilberth in aproduction hy Rudolf 
Hartmann. 


NEW “‘POCKET THEATER" TO OPEN IN VIENNA. Early 
in January 1958, a new Viennese ‘‘pocket theater,’’ the 


‘*Theater am Fleischmarkt,’’ will open with a performance of 
Samuel Beckett’s ‘‘Fin de Partie’’ (Fndspiel) as adapted hy 
the Paris director, Roger Blin, who discovered the play. The 
theater’s schedule also includes presentation of ‘‘I Gober 
nanti’’ by Benjamino Joppolo and a performance of two one 
act plays hy Eugene Ionesco. 
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PREVIEW OF 1958 BREGENZ FESTIVAL. Production of 
Smetana’s comic opera, ‘‘The Rartered Rride,’’ selected for 
the ‘“‘Play on the Lake’’ at the 1958 Bregenz Festival, has 
heen assigned to Purgtheater Cirector Adolf Rott with Robert 
Kautsky as designer and Heinrich Hollreiser as conductor. 
Sincers will be Wilma Lipp, Waldemar Kmentt, Oskar Czer 
senka and Peter Klein. 

For the first time since its inception, the lake andi- 
toriur will also be the sceneof ballet performances, featuring 
Delibes’ ‘‘Sylvia’’ wtih choreography hy Frika Panka and the 
Vienna State Opera Rallet. Michael Gielen will conduct. 

‘‘The Merry Widow’’ will be staged on the tenth anni- 
versary of the death of Franz Lehar with Wilma Lipp, Walde- 
mar Kmentt and Franz Poehein in the leading roles. 

The Festival will he opened by the premiere of Reinhold 
Schneider’s ‘‘Der Grosse yerzicht’’ (The Great Renunciation) 
which vas avarded first prize at the 1957 Pregenz Inter- 
national Drama Contest. A eroup from the Vienna Purg- 
theater will perform the play with Ewald Palser ir the role 

f Pope Celestine V. 


VIENNA “USIC ACAD®I:\Y PLA'’NING BOYS CHOI”. The 
Vienna Academy of Music and the Dramatic Arts will 
shortly organize a Boys’ Choir course for non-resident 
students. The boys will he auditioned for the purposes, 
and those selected given vocal and choral training. 

NEW PLAYS AT THE “JOSEFSTADT" Early this month, 

the Vienna ‘‘Theater in der Josefstadt’’ presented the Ger 
man-language premiere of Norman Charles Hunter’s ‘‘A Day 

by the Sea.’’ The play was produced hy Heinrich Schnitzler. 
A few weeks later, a new musical comedy, ‘‘Geraldine’’ by 
Hans Jaray and Kurt Nachmann opened at the theater’s 
smaller auditorium with a score hy Gustav Zelibor. The 
author, one of Vienna’s most noted actors, took a leading 
role. 

NOZART “‘KOECKEL CATALOGS" TO BE RF-ENDITE®. 
Ernst Reichert, Professor at the Salzburg Mozarteum and the 
Vienna Academy of Music, has heen commissioned hy the 
Wiesbaden music publishers, Breitkopf and Haertel, to pre- 
pare a new, fourth edition of the ‘‘Koechel Catalog’’ of 
Mozart’s works. The previous edition dates back to 1937. 


“LANDSCAPED SKIING” IN BADGASTEIN 


techniques have made _ remarkable 
progress all over the world during The 
Downhill-Racing and Slalom Committee of the International 
Skiing Federation (FIS) each year calls for increasing pre- 
parations by the organizers of large-scale Alpine races so 
that they may keep up with important developments through- 
out the world. The requirements are such that they can no 
the tracks are 
expected to be difficult, to be arranged as far as possible 
in downward progression, to be completely safe for the parti- 
cipants and yet to be ‘‘selective.’’ Experiences with weather 
in recent years make it essential that the slopes are usahle 
for racing under the lightest snow conditions. The absolute 
safety of the participants in Alpine racing is the supreme 
requirement for which the organizers of races are held re- 
sponsible by the Federation. 

These are, by and large, the modem track requirements 
Stipulated by the Federation. Alpine skiing requires its own 
predetermined paths, which must be constructed and labor 
iously developed. The ski slopes of yesterday have made way 
for the track base of today. This is exactly the kind of man- 
made run that modern Alpine skiing needs, and the moder 
‘skiing garden designer’ is the trailblazer for a type of 
Sport that has become international in the last thirty years. 

Prof. Wolfgang and his Work 

Prof. Friedl Wolfgang of Badgastein is Austria’s leading 
Specialist on racing ski tracks; he helped prepare the Oslo, 
Aare and Cortina runs, and was elected headof the Downhill- 
Racing and Slalom Committee of the International Skiing 
Federation in recognition of his achievements in this field. 

Austria, which for five years has played the leading part 
in Federation alpine skiing, plans to maintain this position 
in the 1958 world championships at Badgastein. The courses 
there will be of the kind that Austria’s skiers would hope to 


Alpine skiing 


recent years. 


longer be met by any natural ski slopes: 





find whereever they are running. Fried] Wolfgang has now 
completed his task; he described what he fondly calls the 
‘‘oraukogel Ski Garden’’ at Badgastein to representatives of 
the Austrian and foreign press. 





BADGASTEIN, the scene of the 1958 FIS- Events 
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Precision Work 
The excellent late fall weather has facilitated the work 


of the task force in charge of tke Badgastein track. All the 
work is nowof the ‘‘precision’’ type: large stones and branches 
are being removed in order that a uniform spread will he as- 


sured when the slightest snowfall takes place. 
Traces of the summer’s work were still recognizable in 
the I ederation’s downhill-racing course for women, which was 


carved out of the former ‘‘Waterfall Downhill Run’’ as late as 
the summer of 1956. Like a river bed whose banks have been 


solidly walled, the women’s track has been lined with man- 
high walls of stone and brushwood laboriously wrenched from 


the track. All turns in the direction of the timber forest have 


been laid out on a level plane. Even without being covered 
with snow, the direction of the course is easily discernible. 


The planners of the track did not provide merely for the 
racing runs. The supplementary tracks were lined and tended 
with equal care and additional transverse connections were 
huilt from the racing courses to the easier downhill runs, so 
that injured persons could be brought down without difficulty, 
even while the racing was still in progress. 


The moss laid last year in the upper part of the Grau- 


kogel course has already grown into the soil. In the view of 


Prof. Wolfgang, perfect conditions should prevail if there are 
6 ins. of hard snow. 


— 


Artificial Sprinkling 

The closer the goals, the more ideal will be the ‘‘sk; 
garden’’ of the track gardner. The two giant slalom courses 
have already been described by experts as ‘‘ideally placed.” 
From the point of view of terrain, the new slalom slope for 
men is quite an achievement: the right track runs into a 
depression, the left one along a ridge. Wolfgang pointed te 
some of his special built-in features: the water pipes for the 
artificial sprinkling of the slalom slope. A brook is diverted 
through a water tank by means of plastic hose and thence 
across the slalom slope. At recurrent intervals, water can he 
withdrawn for sprinkling the slopes. ‘‘We shall not 
manpower to carry water as in the past,’’ said Friedl 
gang, ‘‘this system is not only cheaper, 
efficient.’’ 


ALPINE DOWNHILL EVENTS FEBRUARY 2ND TO 97H. 
Events will open in Badgastein on February 2nd. Competitions 


will continue through the 9th. The detailed schedule is as 
follows: 


eed 


Wolf- 
but also more 


Feb. 2 - Special Slalom for Men 
Feb. 3 - Special Slalom for Women 
Feb. 5 - Giant Slalom for Men 
Feb. 6 - Women’s Downhill 

Feb. 8 - Giant Slalom for Women 
Feb. 9 - Men’s Downhill 


Final Celebrations 
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